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By Jay Stuller

ending through a canyon in the La
Puente Hills above La Habra is a 95-year-
old golf course with a Best of Breed
pedigree, a club founded by the same
individual who subsequently developed fabled Bel-Air
CC and was part of the group behind Riviera CC. Its
design DNA is also found at Minnesota'’s Interlachen,
Olympia Fields in Chicago and the Olympic Club of
San Francisco. But aside from Gene Sarazen and
Tiger Woods, who at different times held its course
record, relatively few players know much about
Hacienda Golf Club, one of the first in California born
during the Golden Age of Golf Course Architecture.
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Indeed, for a club that has
hosted three SCGA Amateur
Championships, Hacienda operates
in relative anonymity, once wrapped
in a degree of ambiguity.

“It's very true that many dedicated
golfers who belong to clubs just a few
minutes away don't know we're here,”
says Hacienda general manager
Frank Cordeiro. “We're tucked into the
hills on a winding road that was built
during the early 1900s. There are
no businesses in the neighborhood,
so unless you're coming to the
club yvou don't see us. What's more,
for many vears the record on who
exactly designed Hacienda appeared
somewhat uncertain.”













